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Sir: 

Applicants' representatives conduced an interview in connection with the above- 
referenced matter with Examiner Wills on April 29, 2008. Applicants* representatives thank 
Examiner Wills for the courtesies extended to the representatives during the interview. 

As agreed in the interview, the applied prior art (U.S. Patent No. 5,968,680 to Wolfe) 
fails to disclose "a compressor configured to compress the turbine exhaust gas discharged 
from the turbine to increase the pressure of the turbine exhaust gas to the atmospheric 
pressure and to discharge a compressor exhaust gas a the atmospheric pressure," as recited in 
claim 1. 

In the interview, Applicants' representatives explained that Wolfe discloses a system 
in which the compressor does not take in the exhaust gas from the turbine. Specifically, 
Applicants' representatives pointed out that turbine 26 in Fig. 1 of Wolfe exhausts gas to the 
atmosphere, and that compressor 46 intakes air from the atmosphere rather than intaking 
exhaust from a turbine, as required in claims 1 and 9. Examiner Wills agreed that the feature 
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of gas discharge between the turbine and the compressor will overcome the rejection of 
record. 

Examiner Wills further indicated that she would conduct a further prior art search 
relating to the discharge between the compressor and the turbine. 
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